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And Concluded, with a brief DISSER' FATION | 
| on that CASE, Whether the Penitent Thief on | 
the Croſs, be an Exemple of one Repenting a- the | 
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JUDE 4. 


ngodip Men, turning the Grace 
ot our God into Wantonneſs. 


Churches of God 


Four, that are called, The Brethren of our Lord: 


The Sons of is Mother, from whom He Suffered 


A 2 the 


Hat ? And ſo Early, ſuch Unhappy 
Men and Things Creep into the 
It ſeems 
Chriſtiana Churches cannot Eaſily 
| i be too much cautioned againſt 
ly: 4dverſaries, and Swift-Apeſtaſies, OURS, 1 am 
ure, are Old enough to be ſo; In Age gone be- 
ond thoſe who were now immediately Written 
And it is to be done, as with a mighty Thun- 
der from a flaming Mountain! 
I take the Writer of this Epiſtle, to be, not that 
Fude the Apoſtle, who was in the Syriack Diale& 
ralled Thaddeus, and from the Place to which he 
belong'd, Lebbæus: but the Jude, who was one of 
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the Grieyous Humiliation of being treated as an 
Alien, till probably His Reſurrection from the Dead, 


brought them into the Number of Believers onf 


Him. He now preſumes not on ſuch a Style, 
as that of, 4 Brother; but he takes one, than which 
the Higheſt Archange! in Heaven knows none more 
Glorious; 4 Servant ef JESUS CHRIST. Bchold 
him now doing a Service, very proper for, very 
worthy of, ſuch an Oge. Behold him Warning 
and Arming the People of God, againſt the Errors 
yur began betimes to infeſt the Churches of tne 

ord. 

The Antinomians made a very Early Appearance 
J ſee, among the Depravers and Subverters of the 
Faith once delivered unto the Saints, Theie are in— 
deed very few New Errors broached in our Later- 
Dayes ; the moſt of them, which now diſturb the 
Churches of the Faithful, are only from ] ſcarce 
kaow what Enchantments, railing the Gbeſts of ſuch 
as were Dead and Damn'd many Ages ago. 

The Impious, and Miſchievous Men, againſt 
whom the Infpired Writer is now Engaged, have 


their Impiety here declared. Firſt, The Ungod!] 1 


that I' may uſe the moſt agrecable Term, whicl 
the French Tranſlation Leads me to, A very Diſſ 
{ute Generation. I take notice by the way, tha 
the Greek Term, here uſed for, Laſciviouſneſs, © 
Wantonneſs, is derived from the Name of th 
Towa Sig; a Place infamous for ſuch Diſſolut 
PraCticces. It makes me wi{h, that no Town © 
ours, may in our Dayes, have any Vice aboundin; 
in it, fo as with a laſting Infamy to derive - 
Name unto ir. 


Men ſtand charged with Filthineſs, They = 


too particularly? I go on with my Remarks, an 
127 
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| Grace Defended, 3 
(xy ; That J would not be fo unacquainted wiin 
Cburcb. Hiſtory, as to think, the Gnoftichs to be the 
Ungodly Men peculiarly intended here, tho? a well. 
known Interpreter, with an Oddity not unlike 
many more in him, with which he has moſt ſhame- 
fully injured the Sacred Scriptures, ridiculouſly 
enough runs every Where upon it. There were 
Otber and Cider Hereticks, which this Iniquiry 
might be charged upon. And indeed, it is well 
known, and from Authority much better than 
Epiphanius, that the Hereticks of thoſe Daycs were 
noted for Indulged Impuritie:. But then, ſecondly ; 
To our Aſtoniſhment, we find, what it was, that 
the Ungodly men, made the Encouragement of their 
Filthineſs. Aſtoniſhing ! It was the Grace of God, 
which they turned into Mantomneſs, By the Grace 
of God, is meant, rhe Revelation waich is in rhe 
Goſpel brought unto us; what we have, in [Act. 
XX. 24. |] The Goſpel of the Grace of God : A R:ve- 
lation wherein, Grace ! Grace ! the Glorious Grace 


| of God, (hines in its Meridian Glory, and with an 
amazing Splendor on the Children of Men. When 


it is ſaid, They Turned it; there is a Word uſed, 
that ſignifies, they Myeſted it, they Vroneed it, they 
Transferred it from the right uſe of it, they horribly 
Abuſed it. I am ſtop'd a little. boſe Grace? We 
are told, The Grace of OUR God. Sirs, If we have 
any Senſe of an Intereſt in GOD, and if we res 


h joyce in Him as OUR God, we thall have a Jeat 


for HolineſS boiling in our Souls. If we care not 
whether Holineſs flouriſh or no, we want a Good 
Mark, that the Holy God is OURS. 4b, Lord, If 
God, we fhall be lithe to ſer thy 


But 


their Duty to GOD, We believe a, Predeftination | 
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But you muſt now attend unto a DOCTRINE, | 
that calls tor a very Serious Attention with you. 


To turn the Grace of God into 
Clantonreſs, Oz, TUantonly 
to Abuſe the Grace of God, 1s the 
Common Cuſtome, and the Cer- 
tain Symptom, of Uingodlineſs. 


There is a great Number of Criminals, who 
are to Stand this day Indited before the Bar of the 
Glorious GOD. I] ſhall have Time to do little 
more, than juſt call over their Names, and let them 
know, That they have not the Fear of God before 
bei, Eyes. 


am now to Enquire ; ves 
Me ars the Ungodiy Oner, by whom the Grate of Un ace 
(ed M turned into Wantonneſs ? t ple 
0! - 


In brief; All they tha: are not by the Favour of Bod; 
God, brought the more to Love ſo Gracious a þff th; 
God, by whom they are ſo favorrably dealt with- Life, 
al. In Sum; All they that are the Worſe, becauſe / it 
they have fo Good a God for to deal withal : | ſal 
Theſe are they, to every One of whom it may 
be ſaid, Thou art the Man 

More particularly, | 

I. Ungodly Men they are, who from the Decree 
of God, Encourage themſelves in the Negle& of 15 
ichee 
to Life, wherein Ged with an Everlafting Purpoſe, Thou 
bas decreed by His Counſel, to bring thoſe whom He bent 
bath Choſen in Chri# out of Mankind, unto Everlaſting 
e N Salvation, 


Grace Defended, F 
Salvation, We can Subſcribe this Article; { The 
Seventeentb of the Church of England tamous 
NE, XXXIX, I becauſe we find the Sacred Epiſtles 
70Us to the Remans and Epheſians, Expreſsly aſſerting it. 
And when we have Subſcribed ir, we ſhall not then 
ito Dit, then Decry it, then Oppeſe it ; We ſhould 
[ ook on it, as a very Scandalous Treac bery to do 
up 0, This Election of Some to Everlaſting Life, which 
the hnavoidably implies a Reje8ion of Orbers, tis cal- 
er⸗ fled, Rom. XI. 3. The Election of Grace. Oh! 
Sovereign Grace! Why has our God, Cbeſen us 
= Chriſt before the Foundation of the World, and 
redeſtinated us unto the Adoption of Children | The 
raiſe of the Glory of His Grace, is deſigu'd in it; 
s diſplay'd in it. Why are Some Taken, to be 
Redeemed, Converted, Saved; when Oebers are 
ot ſo! Tis, becauſe, I wil be gracious to whom 
will be gracious, ſaith the Infinite GOD, who 
ives none Account of His Matters, Tis all from 

ace of Unaccountable Grace. Tis, Even ſo, Father, becauſe 
t pleaſes the, Now, See what Ungedh Men will 

o! They will be at N. Pains ro Turn unto 


ur of Bod; No Pains to get the Chains of Death Knockd 


dus A pff their Souls; No Pains to lay hold en Eternal 
with- Life, Why fo ? Why, — Si Salvabor, Salvabor ; 
cauſe If it be Decreed that I ſhall be Saved, ſay they, 
hal : | foal be ſo, Let me do nothing at all about it, I 
may hall yet be Saved, if it be Decreed, I ſhal, And 

o, they'l do nothing! Thus they turn the Grace 

God into Wantenneſt, and Idleneſs, Theſe Idle 

Decree Words, a Severe Account muſt be given of them 
ect of n the Fudgment of God. But, O thou Slotbful and 
nation Wicked Servant, It is Untrue what thou ſayeſt. 
urpoſe, Thou (halt not be Saved, if thou doſt not Work 
om He \bout thy own Salvation, We are directed, 2 Pet. 
laſting I. 10 
[yatzoy . 
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I. ro. Give all Diligence, to make your Calling and 
Eledion ſure. 
Means together. 


One Decreed for Life, 


ling Sure, and in that way his EleRion ſo, can 
not Inberit Eternal Life, There is no Decree of 


God, that will carry Such an One into His King. 


dom, Oh! Do not go on in a Sleepy Impeniten- 
cy, Leſt you be found fore ordained unto — What 
is co be trembled at ? A Damnation that Slumbers noi. 


IT. Who but Unzedly Men are they, who from 
rhe Contrivance of their Salvation, Encourage them- 
ſelves, as if it gave them an Allowance for their 
S:nfulneſs. 
our IMMANUEL ; Oh! rhe Riches of Grace diſ- 
covered in it! Oh! the Unſpcakable Gift ! We 
may ard muſt cry out, God SO Loved the World, 
and ba; been So pracious to us The Motto to 
be wricten upon all that is done for us, in and 
by our Saviour, is in thoſe Golden Letters; Eph. 
II. 5. By GRACE TE ARE SAVED. But what 
is the Uſe that Some do make of this Grace 
Becauſe there M a Saviour, | will Venture to be 4 Sin- 
ner; This is the Language, how foaming, and 
how ſhameful | of Ungodlineſi: The New Covenant 
33 a Covenant of Grace, There is a ſhout of, grace ' 
Grace ! io be made upon every ftroke ! But 
you {hall ſee how this Grace is plaid upon. In this 
Covenant, we Merit nothing by doing apv thing. 
Then ſayes che Sluggard, I will do noth».g. Self 
is to be Annihilated ta this Covenant ; the Perpe- 
wal Projection of it is, CHRIST s All ! CHRIST 

2, 


God has Decreed the Esd and the 
will 
Strive to Enter the Strait Gate, and be in Agony 
leſt he fall ſhort of Entring into Life, The Man 
who will not give al! Diligence to make his Cal. 


That we have Such a SAVIOUR asf 
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tfulneſs ; At the Voice of this Thunder, 
way from your Uugodlineſs. 
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# All! Then ſayes the Sluggard, I bave my ſelf 
nothing to do. Tis not by our Own Works, that we 
attain to Righteouſneſs ; but in our Saviour we have 
zur Juſtihing Righteouſneſs. Then, ſayes the Slug- 
gilh Sinner, Tis no Matter, tho* I be Careleſs abiut the 
works of Righteouſneſi, We can do nothing to any 
Good Purpoſe, except our Saviour do Quicken us, do 
iſt us, do Strengtben us. Then, ſayes the Door 


pon its Hinges, 1 will ſtand fill ; 1 will never try 


o ſtir ; Tis to no purpoſe at all for me to do any thing, 
Our Faithful Saviour, who is Able to keep us from 
Alling has engaged for the Preſervation of the Saints; 
hat they ſhall be Kepe by His Mighty Power ; 
hat None ſhall Pluck them out of His Band, I] ben 
ayes one of them that would be at Eaſe in Zion, 
et me fold my Hands to Sleep; what need Ito keep 
Strong Guard, and a Strid Watch upon my ſelf ? 
ſtand, and why ſhould I tale heed leſt I fall? 
ngodly Men, You ftand in the way of a dread- 
ul Thunderbolt. It comes down upon you, 
rom, Rom. VL. x, 2, Wbat ſhall we ſoy then ? Shall 
ve continue in Sin, that Grace may abound e GOD 
FOURRID, At this Rebuke, O Flie from your Sloth- 
O Haſte 
Let the Spirit of 
he New Covenant Come upon you; and ther: 
our Habitual, Your rontinual Inclinaticn will 
de this; 4 Glerious CHRIST # Be who dces 4% 
or me. Ob | Let me then Love Him, cond Seel. 
im, and Glorify Him unto the Uttermcſt; and be 


wayes afraid of diſobliging Him. 
Can they be any other than U=god!y 


E 
den, who from the Readineſt of the Divine M rcy 


br the Pardoning of Sin, Encourage themſelves 
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to be the Readier in the Committing of Sin ? 
Lord, Tbeu art READY TO PARDON! Who can 
hear ſuch a Word, and the Grace of it not meltf 
the Heart of Stone within him? The Grace of 
God, in Pardening of Sin, *tis Wonderful; *Tis 
Wonderful! When we are Juſtihed, it is, Freely 
by His Grace. It is the Name of our God, Exod. 
XXXIV 6,7 The Lord, the Lord God, Mexcifull 
and Gracious, and abundant in Goodneſs, Forgiving 
Iniquity, and Tranſgreſſion, and Sin, For Monſters 
of Wickedneſs, to be made Monuments of Par-ſpbee, 

doning Mercy; For Monſtrous Menaſſebs, and{there 
Mary Magdalene, to be received into the Favourſþ# H. 
of God, and be favoured by a Reconciled GodPerve 
as much as if they had never Sinned againſtÞhge 
Him! For al manner of Sin and Blaſpbemy to behhear ! 
forgiven unto men; and a Fountain ſet open, toff IV 
which the moſt abominable Creatures in theÞagog 
World, are invited, there to Waſh and be Clean: Helive 
What but Infinite Grace can do ſuch a thing !Fncor 
You ſhall now, but Oh! do it not withoutPowe 
Horror! Sce what Improvement Ungodly Men willhs fro! 
make of ſuch Grace: An Improvement whichþroug| 
one would wonder that any but a Devil ſhouldſ from: 
preſume upon ! They will Venture to Sin, inne 

Hope of a Pardon, Perhaps, they will be ſoſongec 
Senſeleſs, and Sottiſh, and Exceeding Sinful, asþn ow 
to flatter chemſclves, that a, God forgive me, orPeby, | 
a, Lord, Have Mercy upon me, will at any timed un 
obtain a Pardon for them. "This Emboldens themhand 
to Sin, with a Prodigious . Obſtinancy ; to benay b 
Stout-hearted, and far from Righteouſneſs : Theyſiction 
ſtick at no Abominations. There is a God thaq weer, 
will bade Mercy, and will abundantly Pardon; Sqt Piet 
they will hold on Sinning, and sin 9 n v 
nc 
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in And becauſe there have been Some called, at 
canſhe Eleventh Hour, and then found Mercy with 
melt Cod; therefore they will Sin on, Sin with Ma- 
ace offiay Tranſzreſſions and Mighty Sins, and put off till 
Tiste Last Hour, the neceſſiry Addreiſ-s ro Heaven 
Freelyor Mercy. They Perfiſt in Enmiry and Rebel- 
Zxod. ion againſt the Glorious God all their Days; they 
ercafulPreſume, tis only ro Ak and Have a Pardon at 
svingſthe Laſt. Hideous Ungodlineſs! We read, Pſal. 
after CXXXIV. 4 O Lord, There 5 Forgiveneſs with 
Par-ybee, that thou mayſt be feared, But now, to ſay; 
andWhere 1 Forgiveneſs with God, therefore I will caſt 
avourf / His Fear, and Go on without His Fear; O Vilg 
 GodÞPerverhon ! To Sin from the View of a Pardon, 
painſtÞne would think, it ſhould be very near, very 
to beſhear | Sinning beyond the Reach of a Pardon. 
mn, tof IV. Will not all Heaven Pronounce thoſe 
n the{Ungodly Men, who becauſe they take themſelves 
Clean :Felivered from the Conden ning Power of the Law, 
ning Encourage themſelves to ſhake off the Commanding 
ithoutPower of the Law ? The Grace of God, has Delivered 
n Wills from the Curſe of the Law. It is a ſweet Advice 
whichþrought unto us; Gal. III. 13. CHRIST bas Redeemed 
ſhouldſ from the Curſe of the Law, being made a Curſe for us. 
in, infſhe Puniſhment, which by the Law of God be- 
be ſoſonged unto us for our Sin, has been iaflicted 
ful, asþn our Saviour. Our Bleſſed Surety has Paid our 
me, orPebr, by Suffering for us, the Curſe which belong- 
y timed unto us. The Law of God has now no De- 
; themfand upon the Believer, that the Divine Fuftice 
to bemay be Satisfyed : Our Surety has given Satis- 
Tbeyſiction. O Grace of incoraparable Sweetneſs ! How 
od thaq weer, how Sweet, the Words of it unto the Taſte 
n ; Sql Piety ! But now, the Poiſon, which Ungodly 
adaneſy ian will Suck out of this Grace ! They ſuppoſe 
And | B 2 theme 
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themſclves reſcued from the Curſe of the Law. 


They make it an Advantage for their Eſcape 
alſo from the Rule of the Law. Sily Ones; An 
Eſcape, that is to ſay, into Chains of Darkneſs ; 


into the moſt rueful Captivity in the World| 


This Lew, Man; *tis the Law of Liberty! Tis 
an Erlaged Soul, that is effectually in the Bond; 
and Hayes of this Law! But the Slaves of Sin; 
"They will indulge themſelves in groſs Violati. 
ons of the Law; bur ſtill their Inward Peace no! 
Violated. No Breaches of the Law, will break 
the Peace into which they have dozed their Minds 
They will flatter themſelves into a Great Peace 
tho they do not Love tbe Law. Why, ſay the 
Hardened Wretches ; Ve are mot under the Law 
We muft mot fetch our Peace from the Law; Cbri 
has anſwered the Law for 15: What an Affror 
3s this, unto the Grace of God ? We read; Ron 
VI. 14, 15. $in ſpal not bave Dominion over you 
For you are mot under the Law, but under Grac 
What then ? Shall we Sin, becauſe we are not und 
the Law, but under Grace? God forbid. Sir 
You are not yet under Grace, but under the La 
if you can be content, that Sin ſhould ſtill bar 
Dominion over you. If you Sis, becaufe you a! 


not under the Lew, it is very ſure, you are ſth + 


under it, in the worſe ſenſe of being fo: T 
Law does Condemn you, if vou won't let” it Co 
mand you. If you ſhake off that Everiaſting R. 
of Living to God, which His Law Preſcribes. 

Unbely and Untbankful ones, you ſhall ſtill he 
the Thunder of its Wrath Curſing of you. 


V. Is it poſſible for any but Ungedly N. 
from Gods Dgtayes in Striking of them, to 
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courage themſelves to Delay, their Seeking to Him, 
their Serving of Him, The Grace of God is very 
Bright, in His Patience rowards the Provoking 
Children of Wickedneſs. "The Pſalmiſt obſerves, 
L VII. II. J God is 4 Righteous Fudge, and u Pro- 
voked every Day ; and has bent His Bow, and made 
it Ready, Yet ſuch is His Grace, that He does 
not preſently let fly His Arrows ; D:ſerved Ar- 
rows, and Oh! how Deftroying Ones! how tor- 
turous and worle than Lightning, to the Spirits, 
which they Light upon ! A Patient God ſpares 
wicked men: He docs not Strike them Dead'; 
tho' they daily challenge Thunderbolts. O P:er- 
leſs Grace! Of a Provoked, a Righteous, an Al- 
mighty God; yet, Waiting to be Gracious, But 
now, the uſe that Ungedly and Ungrateful men 
make of this Grace. What can be more Ma- 
licious, what more Venemous, than that which 
you read! Eccl. VIII. 11 Becauſe Sentence againſt 
an Evil Work, * not Executed Speedily ; therefore 
the heart of the Sons of Men n fully ſet im them to do 
Evil, Horrible Stupidity ! Becauſe the Threat- 
ned Judgments of God, have not yet come upon 
them, far their Crimes, they fancy, they'l never 
come ; the threatned folks, have ſtill a long wbils 
co Live, Becauſe they don't yer feel the Evil, 
that is Purſuing of Sinners, they comfort themſelves, 
that ſuch Ri will never overtake them. They 
Live; Yea, they Thrive. God Wounds them 
not; For that very cauſe they grow Secure, they 
grow Hardy, they go on ſtil in their Treſpaſſes. 
God has not yet Cur them down for the Ill Fruits 
chey bear; He Lengthens out their Time. They 
bear the more II Fruits for that; and the wicked 


I mea wax worſe and woe. God gives them a Space 


be 
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eo Repent ; They do, for that very cauſe Delay to {Mind 
Repeat, and make it a Space to act more Wick. [there 
edneſ;, and with more of Greedineſs, Bur, O Pen 
Bruitiſh among the People ; What are you doing ? think 
Shake before that awtul Thunderclap : Rom. II. Þþng of 
4. F- Deſpiſeſt thou the Richer of His Goodneſs, and in th 
Forbearance, and Long Suffering; not knowing thatfwron 
the Goodneſs of God Leads thee to Repentance > But lay in 
aſter thy Hardncſs and Impenptent Heart, treaſureſt atem 
up unto thy ſelf Wrath againſt the Day of Wrath ? (Caſe 
Impenitents; Know you not, That Abuſed Pa- Conſi 
tience will ar Length be turned into Terrible Fury afyou ! 
and that, according to Speech uſual in the ChurchÞn, V 
of God, The Fuſtice which has Leaden Feet, willfawf, 
at length find Iron Hands, to do its Executions ? f Go, 
On! Turn to God in this Day of His Patience !Þ will 
Oh! Let the Long ſuffering of God, but make you: Ti. 
Stay no longer from accepting His offered Sal-fnothin 
vation. Becauſe God ſcems to Keep Silenes, Doprving 
you think, He is even Such an One as your ſelves, Maxi 
and approves your Doings ? You will find itfnuſt | 
otherwiſe, when He {hail come to See your Sins M. 
in order before you; to tear you in Pieces, and hot b 
there ſhall be none to deliver you. ill 6 
| o b 

VI. Tis a thing of an Ungodly Aſpect, for Men, kuy o 
from ſuch Liberties as are Lawful Ones, ro Fa-Right 
courage themſelves in taking fuch as are Un-pot fo 
lawful Ones, There are Great Liberties, whichþt it. 
the Grace of God has granted unto Chriſtians ; E(-Jowed 
pecially now the Moſaic Toke is taken off, by thebits th 
Grace of a more Evangelical Diſpenſation. Batjnoder 
what ſayes the Law of CHRIST? 1 Cor. VIII. ↄ pt the 
But take beed, Leſt by any means this Liberty of yours|.tberty 


become @ $tumbling Block, to them that are weak Extras 


Miu 
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ind this; When things are ſo Indifferent, t hac 
Vick. there is no Neceſſity of them, and no Command. 
O Tefſpiene of God obliges to Co them, we ſhould 
ing ? Think; Tis true, 1 may do ci thing ; But wont my do- 
n. II. Pg of it, cauſe other People ro Sin againſt my Cavieur? 
, and In this Caſe we muit forbear; Elfe we make a 
tbat wrong uſe of our Liberty, Lutber had an Holy 

But Jay ing; Omnia Libera per Fidem, Serva per Chari- 
zſureſt fatem. O Redcemed People of God; This is a 
rath ? [Caſe that calls for a more Frequent, and Solemn 
d Pa-[Confideration, than it commonly finds among 
Fury you Thus, the Grace of God is alſo Trampled 
hurchpn, When we run into an Exceſs in the uſe of 
„ Will, Things. The Chriſtiau has from the Grace 
ions ? FF God, A CHARTER, for the whole Creation, 
ence will how you my Charter, It runs in thoſe Terms, 
you Tim. IV. 4 Every Creature of God is Good, and 
1 Sal-fnothing to be refuſed, if it be received with Thanks- 
„ Doping. Well, But the Precepts of GOD, and the 
elves, Maxim of a Godly and Sober and Righteous Life, 
ind itmuſt ſet Bounds to us, in our uſing of our Charter, 
Sin Man may Eat any thing: But yet he may 
„ and hot be a Glatten. A Man may Drink what he 

ill; But for all that, he muſt not be Drunk. 

o be Slave unto the uſe of an Indian Weed, or 
Men, ny other Trifle, is beneath a Chriftian, who has 
o Fa-Right Thoughts of Liberty, He may uſe it; bur 
e Un-pot fo, as to be in Pain, if he be not alwayes 
whichþt it. Any Civil Mades of Apparel may be fat: | 
; ; ECJowed : but Vanity and Luxury in Apparel; Ha- [| 
dy thebits that are the Erſizns of a Fooliſh Mind; Im- 
Bat]jnoderate and Exorbitant Gaieties ; The Diſciples 
III. 9.þt the Humble JESUS, muſt put off ſuch things. 
F hour Liberty is turned into Slavery, when it runs into 

weak Extravagances, I rever Sin, but I Enſlave my ſeli. 
Min VII. Tis 


ay to 
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VII. 'Tis a Branch of Ungodlineſs, for Men; 
from the Relation they bear to the God of Hea- 
ven, to Encourage themſelves in Miſcarriages to. 
wards the Men on Earth, whom they ſtand Re- 
lated „to. The Grace of God beſtows mighty 
Priviledges, on them, whom He raiſes unto the 
Relation of His People, and His children. But 
what ſays the Apoſtle? 1 Pet. II. 16. As free, met 
uſing your Liberty, as a Cloke of Malicaouſneſi, but a; 
ebe Servants of God. Thro' the Grace of God, my 
Conſcience is exempted from all Humane Empire; 
None but the Great GOD caa Command my 
Conſcience, I may not Complement any Man, 
rho* he were a greater Tyrant than him at 
Verſailles, with a Subjection of my Conſcience unto 
him. For all that, | muſt make Conſcrence of Sub- 
mitting o the Government, which is an Ords- 
nance of God. Paul writing to the Romans, cauti- 
ons them of this; That they ſhould not on the 
ſcore of their Chriftianity pretend an Exemption 
from the juriſdiction of the Magiſtrate, in the 
Things for which God bas Ordained bim, So No- 
thing but the WORD of God, is to Order all 
things in the Church of God ; Things are never 
done Decently there, but when done according t0 
that Order. The Inventions of Men may not be 
impoſed there; We are to Reject ſuch Schi/- 
matical Impofitions ; The Impiſers, however Libe- 
ral they are in beſtowing the Term upon others, 
2re to be Ilook'd upon as the true Sebiſmaticks, 
For all this; the Church is to Pray for af that 


«re in Authority ; and iis People are to Lead Pea- 


babe Lives in ali Godliveſ and Hon:ſty. la the 


Caucch, the Paſtors mult not Lord it ove, the 
| Heritage. 
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Heritage. The People muſt have the Cheice of 

Men! their own Paſtors : The Paſtors muſt proceed 
ical with the Conſent of the People in things of com- 
ges to. mon concernment. This was the true State of 
d Re. Things in the Primitive Church, and fo they 
nightyf continued for forme hundreds of years, and un- 
to thefitil they were overwhelmed with the Uſurpart- 
But ons of Antichriſt, Ir is an Obftznacy little ſhort 
ee, metfhof a Miracuions Infliction, which they diſcover, 
but who will at this time of Day, Contrad:i# things 
d, myftbat are ſo notoriouſly demonſtrated. Sacred 
mpire; and Precious Liberties ! But now, vou read; 
id my Gal. V. 13. Brethren, Ie have been caled unto Li- 
Man, berty ; Only uſe not your Liberty for an occeſion 
im ate the Fleſh, but by Love Serve ene another, 
e untolO dear Flocks of the Lord; You muſt not 
f Sub-Inow forget that word; Obey them that 
Ords late the Rule ever you, and Watch fer yorr Souls : 
cauti-INor forget that word; Let te Elders that Rl 
n thelwell be counted wortby of double Honeur : Nor ior- 
aption [get that word; Kyow them that are oter you in 
n theſfbe Lord, and Eſteem them very hipbly in Love, 
0 No- he Grace of God (hould indeed caule P«ſtors 
der all had People, to be always loading One another 
neverſwith Tokens of Mutual Affection. In our Fa- 
ling tofnilies, Humanity goes a great way, and Chrz?;. 
ot be knity much further, in this; Thar a Servant 
Schiſ.Þecomes a Brother, But it the Servant ſhall-now 
Libe-Deſpife his Maſter, Infulc his Maſter, Diſotey the 
others, Maſter, which the Fifeb Commandment has buurd 
zaticks, him to-; Let that Brotler be beaten into Letter 
7 that Platters ; make him ro know his Inferiour Con- 
4 Pea» tion a little better. He Saucily Plaves vpon 
a theſhe Grace cf Ged ; and ſhould be chaſtiſed for it. 
the 


eritage. (: VIII. *Tiis 
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1 VIII. Tis a flaming Ungodlineß, when from gain 
| the Gifts of God uato Men, their Sins again{iÞ* ſu 
11 God, are enc:uraged, are furnithed, are nou” 1 
it. riſhed. The Grace of God, grants Gifts unt. uiſts 


16 Men; Oh, why lbould it be ſ:id, Unto the Read 

[4 belious ! Ungodiy Men, they make the Gifts of ith 
if God unto them, only a Furniture and a Newri/f bung 
ih ment for them, in carrying on Rebelions againſtPeus 


} Him. Unrighteeus Ones; They fall into th: olsſh 

| Fault of Feſkurun ; Deut. XXXII. 15. He waxedp® & 
11 fat, and Kicked. » Have they any Wit ? Foolf* Al 
i have the keeping of it; They are only, Wiſq 
Ti to do Evil, Have they Health and Strength of IX 
44 Body 2 It only renders them the more Abbie A tl 
| and the more Eager to Commit Iniquity, ArqQ*vic 
they Beautiful? They are Proud of it: And withf 15 
| 


it, they Tempt the Simple ones, and theſe tha “e. 
| are void of Underſtanding, Do Riches increaſe up- UH 9 
' on them? All goes to feed, the Luft of thepl19n 
1 Fleſh, and the Luft of the Eye, and the Pride off24 ne 
110 Life. They do but the more put their Truſtþ-car1 
| in Unceriain Riches God has little Homour fromflæàve 


| their Subſtance, Are they put into Commiſſions . 
| or atlvanced uato Srations and Places of ſomef** Da 
| Dignity ? It fills them with empty Conceits of“ te 
| | themſelves, They employ their Opportunities 


_ 
- — 
- — 


— — _ — — 
* — 
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not ſv much to De Good in the World, as tharþ40 
they may be made Rich, and the Glory of their God, 
Houſe increaſed, The XI. VII. Chapter of Geneſis jonted 
| to me Exhibits an Example of ſuch an *Avuſed do 1 
| i Advancement, which I muit own, I cannot with-|/Puts 
Ih eu- Scandal, and Sorrow, and Wonder thin ! 
10 upon Bu how much imitated in our Later] othe 
Ages 2 Marvellous Diliogenuity ! To fight w d 
againſt|/2dre: 


—— — — 
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\ froneaiaſt the Bleſſed God, with His Own Weapons, 
gain c ſuch a rate! Thus to rake His Corn, und 
> nous Wine, and His Wool; and only Serve diverſe 
unt t, wich them! Thus to take His Talents, 
the Red, only Trade for the Devil with them ! 
ifts of /ith ſuch Unpodly Men, how Suitably, how 
leurifh Pangently may we uſe that Expoſtulation ! 
1gain Pur: XXXII. 6 Do ye rbus Requite the Lord, O 
o thb People and Unwiſe | A Baſe Requiral for 
wexed1e Grace of a Good God! Oa! Bluſh, and 
Foote Alhamed of ic. 
, Wiſq 
geb of IX. I have one word more to ſpeak; and I 
Ale ray the more freely ſpeak it, inaſmuch as the 
Are auſe of Godlineſs is Evidently Concerned in it. 
4 wicht is this, Tis an Evident Affront unto the 
 thagrace of God, for Men to make the Birth of 


Geneſis, onted by multitudes of Vngodiy Men in the World! 
"Avuſed do not now propeſe any matter of Doubrful 
- with.|/putetion ; but One, wherein I ſhall have af 

think Perſons of whatever different Perſwaſions 

Later) other things, Concurring with me, I do not 
figbtbw diſpure Whether they who three or four 
againſtpadred Years after the Birth of oug Saviour, 
GC 2 yo 
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18 Grace Dekended. 
firſt began the Feſtival of his Nativity ( I fay, 
firſt began, for Veſſius himſelf confeſſes it was not 
kept in the hrit and ſecond Century, and c bem- 
nitius truly fayes, Apud Vetuftifſimos nunquam 
Legitur ! ) did not miſtake the Time of it. For 
they who ſay, Thou haft given thy Son to be bern 
this Day, know not what they ſay; The Day 
is concealed ; yea, it is now beyond Conteſta- 
tion proved, that not only the Month but alſo the 
very Tear of it, has been Egregiouſly miſtaken. * 


bs 


2» 


Chronology of the Bible, brenght this Matter under ſuch « 
Demonſtration, that it ts no longer te be diſputed of 
while Proceſs of the Demonſtration, is too large to be introdu 
td here. But briefly; we art certain, hat our Saviour was 
born befare the Death of Herod, that horrible Tyrant, who 
zhly call, The Great. We have now diſcovered Irrefragab!: 
Proofs, that this Monſt er Expired, on the Twenty-fſth of No 
vember, in the 4710 year of the Julian Period, which wa: 
Three years and above # Month, before the preſent Chriſtia 
Era. Beſides many other unqueſtionable Accounts, cancer 
ning the Date of Herods Reign, we have @ moſt infallibl 
one, in the Eclipſe of the Moon, which happened, as al agree 
on the Thirteenth of March before his Death. By this inſa! 
tible Mark, he died in the 4710 year of the Julian Period 
which was the 4001 year of the World. And the Jewiſh K. 
lender has all along made the 25 day of November, an Hel 
day; Becauſe on that Day Herod the King died: No 
rbe Birth of our Saviour muſt be, at leaſt a Month before t. 
Deach of Herod And on the other fide, we cannot allo 
very much more than a Month ; becauſe of the Time, which 
nom Eaſily determined, for the Attendance of the Father 


Ihe Late moſt accurate Profeſſor of theMathematic': s, 
in Cambridge. bas in his Exquiſite work about the 


The 


„ ohn Baptiſt at the Temple. The Opinion of Dr. Lightfoo 
and Some others, who would place the Birth of our Savio 
Two years Gore the Death of Herod, can by no means be n. 
Sed IE ſupport: 
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ab ported. It muſt unavoidably be the Sime Year ; But 
Nor, as 1 know, 
p/1y it ſhould not be, as many Learned men have judged, about 
he Tims of the Feaſt of Tabernacles, which war # glori- 
pus and elegant Figure of it. The Conjecture, That Oct ber 
being really the Tenth Month. to hem who begin the Year 
in January, the Primitive Chriſtians had a Tradition of aur 
aviours being born on the 25 day of the Centh Month; 
nd this threw the firſt Inſflitutors of the preſent Hiliday, into 
the Error which has ever ſince been gon upon; I Know n0 
need of Paying any Reſpect unte it. Unon the woe; It u 
now determined, that the Chriftiin /Era, the Computation 
whereof was firſ# made by Dionylias Exiguus. between 
ve and ſix hundred years af ter the Birth of our Saviour, has 
miſreckoned above three years ; inſimuch that we are now 
truly ent red into the Year of our Lord, 1716. And it u alſo 
determined, that the Birth of our Saviour was before the 
Month of November, :n which the Blaaay Idumazan, who 
ſought His Death, found his owns 


———̃ ͤ a—— — ——<c_— 


I do oor now diſpute, whether People do well to 
Obſerve ſuch an Uninſtituted Feſtival at all, or no. 
Good Men may love one another, and may 
treat one another with a moſt Candid Charity, 
while he that Regardeth a Day, Regardeth it unto the 
Lord, and he that Regardeth not the Day, allo 
Regard unto the Loyd, in his not Re» 
garding of it. Tho? this I will take leave to ſay; 
It the Churches of NEW ENGLAND preſerve 
the Religion of the LORDS DAY, ic will in the 
Day of Reformation that mult come on, be judg'd 


no Diſhonour to them, that they have harmo- 


niz:d with their United Brethren in Scotland, in 
a Point for which the laſt of their pecaliar Kings 
once applauded their Purity ; cven their not ha- 
ving a Ive obſerved among them, What I am 
going 
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Saviour cals fer more Pious Acknowledgments. 
your Own Cenſcience be appeal'd unto ; the 
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going to animadvert upon, is a thing, which 
there can be mo doubt about, And there are 
ſome things that render it highly Szaſonable, to 
diſpenſe thoſe Admonitions of God our Savieur, 
unto our Children, which I am now to pour 
down upon them, The famous Perkins long 
ſioce complained ; That the Feaſt of Coritts Nats- 
vity # ſpent in Revelling, Dicing, Carding, Making, 
and in all Licextious Liberty, for the meſt part, as 
tho it were ſome Heathen Feaft, of Ceres, or Bac- 
chus. Y-a, the zealous Martyr Latymer com- 
plained, The: Ren diſhonour Chriſt more in the 
Twelve Days of Chiiitmas, 
Months ef the Year belizes, All the truly Reli- 
gious People in the World, ftill make the Com- 
plaint with La mentation. We alſo muſt Mourn 
in our Complaint, and male a Noiſe, upon it. 
My Concern is now, with cur own Children; 
and for ſuch as we muſt faithfully Admoniſh 
in our Misiſtry, as we {hall anſwer the ſame 


unto GOD. Children, We lay the Charges of | 


God upon you; Thar if any People take bis 
Time, for any thing of a Riotous Tendency, you 
do not aſſociate with them, in ſuch Ungodlineſs. 
No, but let your Anſwer to thofe Children of 
Folly be, The Grace of God in Sending 1s 4 wy 

er 


Preacher which eyery one of you has in his own 
boſome, hearken'd to ! Can you in your Cen- 
ſcience think, that our Holy Saviour is honoured, 
by Mad Mirth, by long Eating, by hard Drink- 
ing, by lewd Gaming, by rude Reveling ; by a 
Maſs fit for none but a Saturn, or a Bacchus, 
or the Night of a Mabemetan Remadam ? You 
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cannot poſlibly think ſo! Ar the Birth of our 
Saviour, We read, 4 Multitude of the He:avenly 


Hoft wa; beard Praifing of God, But (hall it be 


ſaid, That ar the Birth of our Saviour for which 


we owe as High Praiſes ro God as they can 
do, We take the Time to Pleaſe the Helliſh Le- 


giens, and te do Actions that have much more 


Gt Hell than of Heaven in them? I muſt faith- 
fully tell you, This way of honouring the Blef- 


{cd JESUS, who came to Redeem is from a Vain 
Converſation, received by Tradition from our Fathers, 


tis a practical Blaſphemy upon Him; an High- 


handed Bl-ſfpbemy upon Him! It is to ourrige 
the Holy Son of God ! Ir is to Expoſe your 
ſclves unto that Indignation of Heaven, which 


hey who take the Name of the Lord our Gad in 
ain, ly open unto. It you will yer go on, 


and will do Such Things, I forewarn you, 


That the Burning Wrath of God, will break 
orth among you. All Perſons, of any the leaſt 
zedlineſs, will approve my Faithfulneſs, in What 
have now Spoken; If any Man Diſlike it, 
and Revile it, he only ſhows the Brand of an 
Ungodly Man, and a Contempt from every Citizen 
t Aron, accordingly belongs unto him. 


Upon the Whole : The EXHORTATION 

hat now calls upon us all, mult be that; 
> Cor. VI. 1. Ye beſeech you, that ye receive nor 
he Grace of Ged in Vain, Oh! Don't Wanton- 
xe upon the Grace of God. But upon every 
aſtance of Grace, make that Reflection. Whar 
all J render to the Lord? In ſhore, Remem- 

ber this; Obligations to Yolineſs, You are 
till to Read Them, in all that is ever done by 
' the 
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the Grace of God for a Sinful World. If GO] 


be Gracious, My Friend, thy Inference from | 6's: 
malt alwayes be thus; Then 1 muft be Hoh; ain. 


ny God, make me ſo! To Sin the more, b-caviY.-.;, 
of the Grace in our God; Verily, Tis the foule. 
Propbanity ; An attempt it is, to call in the Goc 
who # of Purer Eyes thaw to behold Evil, and can 
mot Leck on Iniquity, and render Him a Fatron 
all Evil, all Iniquiry, Tis the prof. {t Ingratizude 
Evil rendred for Good, in the molt odious man 
ner that ever was heard of: Evi! will never de 
part from the Doer of ir. And, What will ye d 
in the End thereof ? Endleſs, Endleſs Miſery wil 
be the Ead thereof! I muſt ſay unto you, Ir i 
rhe blackeſt Note of a Reprobate Mind; a Soul 
Forſaken of God ! And it will pull down a Wratt __ 
unto the Uttermoſt, Sinner, If Grace it ſelf become 
thy Fe, what Friend canſt thou have in Heave 
or Earth? To Wantonnize upon it, is the way 
to make it ſo. 1 
That Saving drawes on a COROLLARY Difco 
which my Diſcourſe may do well to Lodge inf;car 
the Concluſion of ir. If it be an Ongodly thing, 
and a Dangerous, to turn the Grace of. God unto} Yo 
IV anrtonn:ſs, You muſt Look ov ir, as the Sameſrand 
thing, to turn the Nrath of God into Ri dicule.ſurn 
he Truth is, Theſe Two Things go together. e: 
they who do the One, do the Other toofhofe 
() you that are yet in your Sins; Unbelievers,:ax « 
that have not made your Flight by Faith untl Rig 
the Only Saviour ; You, you are they. of whom] {>| 
it is ſaid ; Joh. III 36 The Wrath of God abidethpgers 
or them, Certainly, You Ridicule that Mraib, or hing 
you could rot continue in ycur Sins; You couldþq n 


not but be in Agony, for a Deliverance from the 
Nya. 


| Grace Defended. 2 
GOR Ne te come. N light of that worn, 
om if Which throws down Rocks, and whereby Menn 
% Nin, are overturned: An Anger, which, O Lord, 
b-caviY--, knowes the Power of | Miſerable Ones, yer 
tovlclYalking in the Sinful Wayes for which your 
e Godſown Hearts condemn you; Wayez that have 
nd can Heftructien and Miſery in them: Oh! Break ({} 
n your Sins, and Accept and Embrace the JESUS 
ide who would Save you from your Sins. Other- 
3 Marywiſe, you will anon, feel the Nai of God, 
ver «*Jbut find the Force of it Irreſiſtible, the weight 
1 2* dpf it Inſupportable, che Tortures of it in your 
ry Wi'SPounded Spirit, Igtolerable. You will roar out 
1, It ihe Words, which, a late famous Proteſtant A- 
a Souppoſtatiſing to the Popiſh Idolatry, did in un- 
| rats peakable Horror of Conſcience, Dy withal 3 
e Comqhoſe words, Heb. X. 31. It M « ſearful thinf to 
Jeavenf;7 inte the Hands of the Living God. 

le way 


0:4: ought rather to be an Inghedier: of this 
ARM Diſcourſe, than an Appendix to it, for me to 
age iNfrear you with yet another COROLLAK T. 

thing, | 75 5 a 
od inte] You have all this while ſeen the Wird of Ged 
* Sameþrandiſhed againſt thoſe Armies of the Aliens, ho 
i dicule rn the Grace of God into Wantonneſs. We hape, 
gether:JVe are better $killd at making Inferences, thai 
r toodnoſe Men, whoſe Tranſgreſſin ſajes, There # no 
HeVETS rar, of God before their Eyes. I am furs, this is 
h untoff Right One. For men from the Ford of Got 
whomf ſelk to Encourage themſelves in things very 
abidethÞntrary ta that Holy Ford : this is a very Wrong 
ab, orfhing. Tea, Let it come into the Catalogwe; 
1 could d make up the Decad of rhe Wayee, herein 
em t he hy, Men 
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24 Grace Dekended. f 
Men turs the Grace of God into NM antenne Fa | 
That we Enjoy the Word of Ged, wherein th A; 
Day ſpring from on high bas Viſited us, "tis thr : 
the tea der Mercy of our God, And it is, The Go: = 
Word of His Grace, which this Tender Mercy of ouff, "- 
God has beſtow'd upon us. Now, to fetch fro 
this very Word of God, which is all of it ritt“ 
that we may not Sin, the Plea's to Excuſe, 1 
Defend, to Embolden Sin; truly this is to Si, © 
Impudently, and wich peculiar Aggravations. T. 14 8 
to do what we read, 2 Pet. "il 16 They wreſſ'* © 
the Scriptures unto their own Deftruttion, Whaſ?” K 
elſe do they do, who becauſe we read, Ten 
no Thought for to Morrow, give themſelves uffn 
to Slethfulneſs in their Buſineſs ? What elſe d agg 
they, who becauſe we read, If any man provid” 
nct for bis own, be # worſe than an Infidel, therq ug 
fore will out of that Proviſion, ſpare little © R 
nothing for the Pious Uſes directed of God | But 
What elſe do they, who becauſe we read, H 
that Eatetb and Drinketh at the Table of the Low 8 
Unworthily, Eateth and Drinketh Judgment unt| "© 
bimſelf, therefore Sta away Unworthily, and neve umb 
Prepare to come thither, as they ought to do 
But this Ungodlineſs is never more Exemplihe 
then in the Ungodly Inferences, drawn from th 
Scripture! Examples, of them who have Sinne 
grie vouſly, while they have had the Grace 100 
God aſleep in their Souls, or have after Greaf"'< ſ 
and Long Sinning been thro' the Grace of Go Herta 
received unto Mercy. Noah Siuned, Lot Sinnec 
Abominable things were done by David, Per 
did an horrible Thing. And, Nh may ror 
venture to do ſe tes? This was an Osgedlin- 
a © 
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Grace Defended, 25 
f old run into; Ss Noah, car now et Ege? 
i David, cur nom et Ego ? Alas, Children, 
Theſe Examples are for our Admonition, Why 
lo you miſapply them for your Dypravation © 
hey are to make you Afraid of provoking the 
loly Oae, to leave you unto your ſelves ; 
Urine you Sim like them, and then Endure ſuch 
66.” roten Bones, as made them to Roar by reaſen of 
to si D1/quieeneſs of their Heart, under the Impreſ- 

Tas ot His dreadful Diſpleaſure, when they 
5 wes id the things which diſpleaſed the Lord, While 
Whos hearten your ſelves to Sin, becauſe theſe 

| Talllen have Sinned, you wretchedly divert the Re- 
ves uktion from the true Purpoſes, for which the 
RI) Sh of God have Written it; and you Forget 
e Sad Hours, which the Sins of theſe Perſons 


tonne)! 
ein th 
is thr 
be Got 
| of 0 
h fro 


* rought them to! | | 
by | 
__— But of all the Examples ia the Bible; there 


ad, Iker, was any wherein the Grace of God has 
en ſo abuſed, as that of the Thief on the Croſz. 
= he Croſ/ of that Penitent Thief, has been 2 
umbling-block to Millions of Ungodly Men. 
e it ſeems, put off his Repensance to the Laft 
C147, and eben, he found Mercy with God. 
1 herefore, ſayes the Impenitent Sinner, I wil de 
Ginned %, LI apprebend, it will be a Seryice to 
eee 0 22 of can ũ＋b * caſe be a 
- Greg"! ſpoken to: and I will therefore, in a brief 
C 1 Go iſſer tation, Canclude with it oh 
Sinne | 
1, Pet — — 1 
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A Few Thoughts on that m7 


0 U 
Whether the Penitent Thief on the Creſiſther 
be net an Example of One Repenting ee 


at the Laſt Hour, and on ſuch a Latd:anc 


Repentance received unto Mercy >? bio 
? en 8 k 3 ; ain 


Am far from a Peremptory Benial of it, Ito 6 
cannot prove, that we bave not ſuch aq One. 
Example here given unto us. Who ca bro 

e tell what Soveraign Grace may do? Wikn 

cannot Linn: be H. One from doing ſuch {brid, 

Tbiag. Tis a Poſſible Thing'; And the Glorioi ber, 

Lord may leave us in the Story a Room for ſucſcane 


a Poſſibility, that the Siaful Children of Meſſo, it 


overtaken by their L Hour in their Sins, maſ hear. 
not be abandoned unto a tee Deſpair of Merci belie 
And that their Sutrviviag Friends may not Seſfor tl 
row 4s thoſe that have wo. Hope, on their occalioſas te 
Bur at the ſame time, there are many thinf]ESL 
which render it Probable, that the Penitent no with 
before us, will prove no ſuch Example, and thjno n 
the Impious Procraſtination of Repentance, whiqhave 
is too commonly encouraged from this Examp|Savio 
will be found utterly ſpoiled of all its prerendſthis | 
Encouragement, It has been a Matter of jd Ap. 


* 
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I. 27 | 
Reſcntraent unto the Friends of Piety, that the 
Thief on the Croſs, going a Villian thither, aud 
at the Left Hour finding Repentance and Forgive- 
r PWneſs there, has been the Goliabs Sword, and a 
fort of Enchanted, Spear, by which the cauſe of 
Pexſiſting Impenitency, has been maintained in the 
World. I am willing to Diſarm the Enemy of 

5 Inis boaſted Weapon. | 

Unto me, it ſeems not at all Improbable, nay; 
Croſs, there appears an high Probavzlity lor it; That 
Ihe Malctactor now Repenting cn the Croſs, 
ting brought thither the Saving Dip ſitions of Repen- 
| Lat:ance with him, and had before now begun upon 
him a Work ol that Repentance, which , unto 
Salvation, For, ; OY nd 
Firſt, there is nothing in the Sacred Hiſtory, 
f it, to brand this Poor Man with the Character of an 
ich af Unre pent ing Sinner, at the Time of his being 
ho caſ brought forth to his Exccution: .' Two of the 
? WhIEvangeliſts, Matthew, and his Follower and A- 
ſuch Ibridger Mark, indeed Speak in the Plural Num- 
Glorioq ber, as if both of the Thieves at firſt joined in 
for ſucſtae Reproaches of our Saviour. And if it were 
of Meſſo, it may remain a Quere, How far a true Penitent 
ins, Malhneartily bewayling of all his Wickednels, and 
f Mercſbelieving in the Sacrifice of the Promiſed Meſſiah 
not Seſ for the Pardon of it, might yet be ſo circumſtanced, 
occa ſioſas to be kept Invincibly Ignorant, that our Ble ſſæd 
iy thinj]ESUS, was this Meſſiah? But then 1 concur 
itent no] with thoſe more Judicious Writers, who do by 
and thino means allow, that the Thief whom we now 
ce, whidhave our Eye upon, did himſelf Reproach our 
| Examp|Saviour. Druſius is diſpleaſed at them who make 
pretendſthis objection of the Plural Number, and ſayes, 
er of jq Apagite, qui nen didiciſiis Literas Hebraicas. 
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28 ] 
They are ignorant b. the Hebrew Style, See 
Judg XII 7. J It is alſo obſerved as a peculiar, Þ ,, 
but perpetual way, taken by the Evangeliſt Ju 
NMattbew, in his Writing, That where Several g. 
Perſons are jrined, and One Speaks, and it is 
either in the Name of the reſt, or the reſt are ſio 
Silent at it, he refers the Speeches or Actions 
of that Ore, unto the whole Number preſent, 
[| A Notable Example, fee Marth. XX. 30 with 
Mar. X 46. And another, Matth. XXVI 8.45 
with Joh, XII. 4 Thus, we read of Things | Mi 
Written in the Prophets, when only One of the 


Prophets wrote them. Glaſſius will further ſatis- wer 
ty you. Tis a frequent Synecdoche, This is in- — 
decd an Ancient Obſervation : and it leaves us fe 


cauſe to Suſpect, as very Learned Expoſitors 7 
have comjectured, That the other Thief alone f**"”" 
Reproached our Saviour, as Lake relates it, and 

this was wholly Sileat at the Firſt, uatil the 

Violence of his Companions Language, and the 

conſideration of the a{toniſhing Accidents than | 
in his View, compelled him at once to rebuke 
his Companion, and Confeſs. his Redeemer. I 
am far from thinking the Apoftolical Conſtitutions, 
to be of that Antiquitx and Authority which! 
a famous Arian in our Dayes would affign un- 
to them. Yet ſome things in them, are of ſuch þ 
Antiquity, as to deſerve that Reverence and Re- 
ception with us, which is due to the Opinion I © 
of the Ancients, And it is a little Confirmation yp 
of my Opinion in this caſe, that the Apoſftolical % "I 
Conſtitutions do favour it, Ferom alſo and Aufting'© 
are of the ſame Opinion. A Syllepfis here, ſayes — 
Ferom; An Enalage, ſaith 4uſtis, | 10 
: But then, | 5 


Secondly Þ 2 
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Secondly W naving Recourſe to the 
judgment 45 the Great Veetius, That this Tranf- 
greſſor had the Beginning of a Regenerate Stare, 
before he was, left uato his Capital Trarfſpreſ- 
ſions ; It is an Eaſy thing to Suppoſe, and there 
is little Reafon ro queſtion the Suppoſal ; That 
this Thief had Opportunity, in the Priſon, for 
iome while before his Execution, to come unto 
a Serious Repentance of his Ungodly Life. His 
Miſerable Condition, would naturally lead him 
to Confider of bis Mayen. There were alſo Some 
Gedly Men in the Town, whoſe Charity might 
lead them to Viſit him with their Inſtructions, 
We ſtill have ſome Footſteps of the Care, which 
the Godly among the Jews took of, The Con- 
demned. They would not Scourge, much leſe, 
would they Hang a Criminal, without Inſtructiog 


him from the Sacred Scripeures. He might alſo 


be long before Inſtrudted in thoſe Truths of Re- 
igion, Which the Spirit of God might here bring 


home unto his Mind, with a SanGiifying Efficecy. 


is very poſſible, and more than ſo, that this 
an, might while in the Gaol, and many Weeks 
fore his Death, be brought, bitterly to Lament, 
ind {1ncerely to Abboy, all his wicked Cour ies, 
ind heartily to Prefer a Life devoted unto the 
ervice of God, and rely on the Offering ot 
he Son of God then Expected, for his R:con- 
iliation to the Glorious Oae, in whoſe Favour 1 
%%; and be truly defirous to Know and to D- 
te whole Duty of a Repeating Sianer. Yea, 
ere is nothing to hinder, but that he might 
ave heard ſo much concerning the Fame of the 
Viſdom of God in our Bleſſd JESUS, with bis 
arr, that the DeſtruRion and the Death to _ 
e 


— — 
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3 [ 30 ] | 8 
he was near, might fiad him exceedingly dif. be 
poſed . the Faith of this our JESUS too. E 


n 3 | 

\ Thirdly, that which very much Countenances 
the Conjecture, that it might be fo, is ; Ide He 
Wonderful Readineſs of the Thief, at all the Ex. 
pre ſſions of this Repentance, 4 ſoon as you ſue be I 
him <xpoſed on the Croſs. Every thing look; hav: 
as if ne came thither Prepared with the Grace, 
which he ſo readily, and ſo notably Exprefi:s Ne 
there, We have not the leaſt Intimation of any. He 
Pain, taten there to Enlighten him, and Admoniſ by 

im ; Nor do the Torments then upon him, and All 
the C!zmoyrs of the People about him, ſeem to cles, 
allow the Words of the Wiſe, then to do much, But 
at reaching of him. And yet the Grace Exer-Itbeſe 


ciſed by this Penitent, was of ſo Various and The 


arvellous an Application, that one may ſay, Exer 
He does in a fem Hours the work of ſome Years ; Wan 
and in a few Minutes runs thro' the whole Race Idea 
of Chriſtianity ! Ir looks as if he brought hi- were 
ther with him, a Broken and 4 Contrize Heart ; tern 
and the Humble Senſe of his having deſervedſwou 
not only Death from the hand of Man, but muchbur 
more He? from the hand of God, whereof heſalſo 
made now ſuch a Ready Acknowledgment. Ve of ft 
Suffer juſtly; we receive the due Reward of ourſthe 

Deeds | The words are diftated from an Heart, 
th2t ſeems to have been ſome time deeply af It 
fected, with the ſenſe of what is uttered in them Jniten 
And, as Gretius notes, Magnum eft Penitentiæ Sig- J Stron 
num, in Pane ſua acquieſcere, It looks allo as il calvi 
he brought hither with him, a pretty clear and conti 
ſtrong Perſwaſion, ot Things concerning thqungu 
ab, which it is plain from the Goſpel of 70 wn 
thnake 


ly di 311 
12. MF the Church in thoſe dayes did more thoroughly 


believe, than ſome too diſaffected unto rrue 
nance Chriſtianity in our Dayes, are willing to allow of, 
Je He is perſwaded, of a Future State; That in 
the Ex the World to come, the Children of Men ſhall 
„ou fte be Raiſed from the Dead: That the Meſiab ſhall 
looks have a Kingdom in that World: That there muſt 
Grace, be Two Comings of the Meſiab: And that the 
prefi.s Meſiab will do thoſe things tor His People, when 
of any He Comes in His Kingdom, which can be done 
imoniſ by none, but One who is Cod as well as Man. 
n, azdJAll theſe, and more than theſt Illuſtrious Arti- 
em tolcles, are profeſſed in the Faitb of this Penitenr:; 
much, But what Opportunity could he have to be Tavght 
Excr-ftheſe Things, after he was Nailed unto the Tree? 
15 and The Spirit of God, it is true, now Excited the 
y ſay,Exerciſe of his Faith, on theſe Articles, after a 
Teers ; Wonderful Manner. But ſhall we ſay, that the 
Race] Ideas and Impreſſions of the Things in theſe Articles 
hr hi-| were now, and never till now, purely by an In- 
Jegrt ; [ternal Irradiation, produced in his Mind? This 
ſcrvedſ would indeed Multiply the Miracles in this matter 
muchſbur ſurely, Citra Neceſſitatem ! And it may be 
of hejalſo ſaid, Contra tilitatem There is no Need 
EFeof ſuch an Imagination; and ſome have thought, 
f curſthe Good of it, has been as little. 
Heart, Let more; 
ly al It was not only a Trae Faith, which the Pe- 
them Initent here Exerciſes; but he looks like one grown 
4 Sig- ISerong in Faith, in giving ſuch Glery to Gf My 
> as il calvin ſayes truly upon it. Certe dix a Mundo 
r and condito magis rarum et memorabile Fides Exemplum 
the unguam Hætitit. Perceiving our JESUS to be that 
Jahn Sen of Ged, on whom he bad Belicved, be bow 
thinakes a moſt 2 Confeſſion of His Glory. 


Hg 


os oro Lea, he was, as one calls him, The 4 


32 ] 
He afcribes to Him the Glory, which belong 
unto the Promiſed Meſſiab, and that Seed tha 
was to bruiſe the Head of the Angel of Death 
And, as it was of old remarked, A Latron 
victi ſunt Apoſtols, qui tunc credidit, quando il 
defecerunt ; He was the only Apoſtle our Saviou 
now had cleaving unto him ; 1 had almoſt ſaid 
The only Viſible Believer, in the World, at leaſt 
the only Thorough paced One. He ſupplied th{! 4 
Room of Fudas, ( who was a Thief; ) He PreachedÞP*© 
Him on the Cre, whom Judas betray'd to the 


Poſtle of the Apoftles, He declared his Faith, whe”, © 


it could afford no Temporal Advantage at all unte me 
him; He did it, when it would rather augment! * 


the Shame and Scorn, which was now heaping 
upon him; He did it, when as Auiftin ſayes 
His Confeſſing of a Crucified Chrift, was in a Man 
mer, (quantum ſi fuiflet pro Domino Cruci 
fixus, ) as much as if be had been bimſelf CruciF. 
fied for Him, whom be Confeſſed, 


Finally; The Labour he uſes to convince hi” 
Companion of his Impiety, and Reclame him J 
from ir, and Quicken the Fear of God in him 0 
it looks as if he came thither armed with a Tea. 
Jous and Intenſe Defire to Propagate a Senſe Or 
of God in the Hearts of others. A RepentancqP<" 
has uſually made a little Pregreß, before it Come yy 
into this Operation. One does not Per Saltum 
come to this Degree. Methinks, All theſe Thing 2 
conſpire, to Proclaim 2 Saving work of Repentanc * 2 
begun in this Penitent, before his Leſt Hur cam? 
upon him. However, This 1 am ſure they do a 
and #bis is what I mainly aim at: they 23 

EITIO 


1 
ſtroy all the 4 Los which any Preſuming 


.d thahhner has, that this Man did mot Repent until 
Dearth Laff Hour was arrived unto him, They 
Laren ve him therefore without any Aſſurance, that 
do 5187 % One in the World, who difobey'd calls 
zavioull Repent until the Laſt Hour, did it ben Effectu- 
 ſajig]y» and found Mercy with God. 


t leaſt 
ed the 
eached 
to the 
The 4 
, whe 
Ul unte 
agmen! 
1eaping 
ſayes 


lon £ 


I do not affirm that my Arguments, for the 
Ore Early Repentance of my Penitent, are ab- 
utely Deci/ive, and infallibly Concluſive; but 
t, I think them enough to retund the Confi- 
t Profanity of them, who encourage the Delay 
their Converſion to God, from the Pattern 
the Thief, Repeating and Accepted on the 
oſs. And it may be further obſerved unto 
em, that the Holy and Worthy Divines, who 
Manke up with the common Opinion, and Glo- 
Crucildy God, in the Higheſt Apprehenſions of Mi. 
* Cruci Fe in the Sudden Producing and Ripening of 
is Repentance, do {till with mighty Energy 
hunderſtrike, that Profane Abuſe of the Exam» 
E. They tell you, Ye Fools, That if it be a 
- ſttern, yet it is a Pattern without a Promiſe. 
: Tels d as One of the Ancients Expreſſes it, 4d 
4225 nſequendam Fidem non fuit ils Extrema Hera, 
\ Senli Prima ; they tell you, That it might more 
-ntancd2PErly be faid, He came in at the Firſt Hour 
ComeÞ2 at the Laſt Hour; for he had not Enjoy' 
Sahum| Means af Grace before, nor Sina'd againſt 
ThingF as they do, who embolden themſelves to 
pentancÞ from what was done for lim, They tell 
ur camdu, The molt you can make, if the Example 
ey do granted you, is, One Example in all the Bible. 
utter) % 8 3 \ But 


deſtro 
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But then Mer. PRI a. ſmartly upbraids the 
Raſhneſs of them who hope for the like; Lou lt 
may as well Spur an Aſs to make him Speak Mi 
becauſe Balaam's once did Speak with the Voicq O4 
of Man. They alſo tell you, That the Con] Bur 
verſion of this Penitent was at a Seaſon, the lik and 
to which will never again occur in the World & Del. 
It was an Extraordinary Time, As Mr. Fenn a 1 
notes, The Day of a Kings Coronation, ſets Ma 
lefators at Liberty, which at another Time coulc 
not eſcape tke Death which belongs unto rhe 
The moſt aftoniſhing Expreſſion of the Divin 
Mercy. that ever was given to the World, w: 
now Exbibiting. It is Congruous enough, the 
there ſhould now in One Penitent be a mol 
aſtoniſhing Monument of it. Our Penitent ſtoc 
cloſe by the Great Sacrifice, If there ſhould b 
an Uncommon Experiment of the Vertue in th 
Balſom, juſt as it was Preparing, it is not witt 
out ſome Congruity. Our Great Redeemer w: 
now Triumpzing openly over the Powers of Darkne 
If in the Field of Batrel, he actually reſcued 
Prey from the Mouth of the Adverſary; the Cor 
gruity was yet more beautiful, Mr. Beverly ſpea 
well upon it. No Sinner in the World, wi 
ever ſce ſuch a Time again ! Bricfly, Ir w 
a Time fill'd with Miracles. One utters 
Mind after this awful manner, on this occaſion 
You may as well Ex pen Chriſt to be Crucitied agai 
as ExpeF ſuch anothey Inftance of ſuch unuſt 
Mercy, IT would not ſay, quite ſo, But certainly 
to put off N upon an Expectation 
being received at the Laſt Hour, bicauſe Ot 
once in fuch rare circu mftances was fo ; tis 
40 Profumpruon/ly, and 49 reproach the Lord, 


( 35] 


In fine ; I ſhould be as much offended, as the 
Martyr Bilaey, to hear any one diſcouraging an 
ic} od Penitent, from Hopes of Pardoning Mercy. 
Bur it is as great an offence, to hear the folly 
ikq and madneſs, and Egregiovs Nonſenſe of a Sinner 
Delaying to become a Penitent, becauſe there was 
a Thief, that at the La# Hour found a Pardon. 
I break off with Saying, That if this Penitens 
might from the Paradiſe where our Saviour has 
Lodg'd him, now Preach unto us, we ſhoul 
"y certainly hear him ſaying, I deſire, tba: among 
i cher who delay their Converfiom to God, my Exam- 
ple may no mere be for their Ungodly Purpoſe in- 
| ſiſted on ! — 
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This Vacant Page will be well-filed, with an 
Hymn of my excellent Friend Mr. WATTS, 
Entituled, A Complaint of Ingratitude. 


I this the Kind Return, 

And theſe the Thanks we owe ? 

Thus to abuſe Eternal Love 
Whence all our Bleſſing: flow 15 


To what a Stubboru Prame 
Has Sin reduc'd our Mind ? 

What Strange rebellious Wrerches we, 
And God as Strangely Kind ? 


On us He bids the Sun 
Shed His Reviving Rays, 

For us the Skies their Circles rug 
To L.ngthen out our Dayes. 


The Brutes obey their God, 
And bow their Necks to Men 5 

Bur we, more baſe, more bruitiſh things, 
Reject His eaſy Reign. 


Turn, Turn us, Mighty God, 
And Mould our Souls afreſh, 

Break, Sovereign Grace, theſe Hearts of Stone, 
And give us Hearts of Fleſh, 


Let Old Togratitude 
Provoke our Weeping Eyes, 
And Hourly as new Mercies 


Let Hourly Thanks ariſe. 


TYE END. 
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